AHOTALIIA

lI'eba I'.l. Jle3inrerpaiiiai npouecu B €C: nmomiTU4YHI Ta 0€3MEKOBI BUMIPH.
— KBamidikamiitHa HaykoBa mparis Ha IpaBax pyKOIHUCY.

Hucepraiiisi Ha 3700yTTS HAyKOBOTO CTyIEHsI JokTopa (dinocodii 3a
cnetianpHicTIO 052 — ITomitosnoris. — OechbKuil HalllOHAJIBHUIN YHIBEPCUTET 1MEH1
I. I. MeunukoBa, Oneca, 2021.

Jluceprallisi TpUCBSIYEHAa KOMIUIEKCHOMY —aHami3y Je3iHTerpariiHux
nporieciB y €C, sSKi TMIOTEeTUYHO MOKYTh CTPUMYBATH 1IHTETPALIi0, TPU3BOAUTH JI0
INPUIMHEHHS YJIEHCTBA OKPEMHUX JiepkaB y €Bporneiicbkomy Coro31 Ta HOTEHIIITHO
3aBEPIIUTUCS PO3MATOM 00’ € THAHHS.

BiazHaueHo, mo MeTO aucepTauiiHol poOOTH € BH3HAYEHHS BIUIUBY
KJIIOUOBUX YMHHHUKIB Ha JE3IHTErpaiiiiHi Tpolecd Ta MOTEHLIall 1 CTYMiHb
pe3UCTeHTHOI cripoMoxHOCTI €C KOHCEepBYBaTH BJacH1 1HTErpalliiiHi BIIACTUBOCTI
3 ypaxyBaHHSM MOJIITUYHUX Ta O0€3MEKOBUX PU3HKIB.

O06’ekTOM JOCHIKEHHS BU3HaueHO €Bpormelicbkuit Coro3 y CydacHi
CUCTEM1 MIXKHApPOJHUX BIJHOCHH, a MPEAMETOM JOCIIKCHHS € Je31HTerpariii
npotiecu B €C: MOMITHYHI Ta 6€3MEKOBI BUMIPH.

VY nuceptarii Briepiie MpoBeIeHO KOMITJIEKCHUM HAYKOBUH aHATI3 MPUYHH,
HACJHIAKIB Ta IMOBIPHMX MalOyTHIX MEpPCIEKTUB €BPOMNEHCHKOI Je3IHTerparli sk
mpoliecy, 10 € MPOTUIICKHUM €BpPOIHTErpallii, sika TPaaWIiiHO BUBYAETHCS Y
HAyKOBUX JIOCIIPKCHHSIX.

Takoxx  BHepuie Ha  HAYKOBOMY  PIBHI  PO3IJISSTHYTO  MPOIEC
«EBpOIHTErpallii €BPOCKENTUIIM3MY», TOOTO KOHCOMiAamii 3yCwib  MapTiid
pI3HMX KpaiH, fAKI KpUTUKYIOTb €Bpomnelicbkuii Coro3, [ MNOCHIIEHHS
MO3UIIA  €BPOCKENTUKIB y  €BpomapiamedTi Ta  €BpokoMicii, 10
BiJIOOpaXkae mapaJoKCaqTbHUA ~ TPOIEC  3arajbHOEBPONEHCHKOTO  €IHAHHS
HaBITh THUX TIOJITHKIB, SKI HaMmararoTbcs po3’eaHaT €BpoIly BCyneped

00’ €KTUBHHM TIpoliecaM Tiio0ari3arii.



[lin yac pocCHiKEHHS MNPOBEIECHO KOMIUIEKCHUM KOMMApaTUBHUN aHai3
MO3UIIIIl €BPOOIITUMICTIB Ta €BPOCKENTHKIB MO0 MUTAHHS MEPCIIEKTHUB PO3BUTKY
€BPOTEHCHKOT 1HTErparii.

VY auceprallii yTOYHEHO TOHATTA «AE3IHTErpalii» Ta «Ae3iHTerpamiiiHmx
MIPOIIECIBY, TTOHATTS, SIKUMH TTO3HAYAETHCS TIMOTETUYHUN BUXiJ e KaB-WICHIB 13
€C: «I'pex3ury, «Itanek3ut, «Hek3ut», «Crnak3ut», «Ppek3uT», « XaK3uT».

BHeceHo yTO4YHEHHS B [uJIeMy pPO3YMIHHS MOHSTH <«JIE3IHTErpamii» Ta
«€EBpOIHTErpalii», Kl € BOJHOYAC MPOTUIICKHUMHU Ta B3aEMOIIOB’ I3aHUMHU.

VY nocniiKeHHI YTOYHEHO BIUTUB MPOIECIB Je31HTErpailii y €Bporneicbkomy
Co1031 Ha 30BHIILIHIO MOJITUKY Ta 0€3MEeKy MOro KpaiH-uJIeHiB.

VY nucepranii HaOyJaM NOJANBIIOTO PO3BUTKY aHAJ3 CTaHy €BPOIEHCHKOI
iHTerpauii  Tta  ii  MalOyTHBOro,  JOCHIJKEHHS  BHYTpPIIIHBO-  Ta
30BHIIIHBOIOJITHYHNX YHHHHKIB, K1 BIUTUBAIOTh HA €BPONENCHKI J€31HTErpaLliiiti
IOPOLECH, PO3IVISIHYTO KelWc bBpek3uTy sK NpUYMHHO-HACTIAKOBUI €JIEMEHT
Je31HTerparlii, 311iCHEHO aHaJll3 IPUYMH Ta HAca1JIKiB bpek3urty 1 Moro BIUIMBY Ha
PO3BUTOK JIe31HTETPAIlIMHUX TCHCHIIN Y KOHTUHEHTAJIbHIA €BPOITI.

[linx 4ac pobGoTM Hajg JUCEPTAIIMHUM  JOCHIHKEHHSM  MPOBEICHO
KOMILJIEKCHHUM HAyKOBHMI aHaii3 MPUYMH, HACIIIKIB Ta IMOBIPHUX MaHOYTHIX
NEPCIIEKTUB €BPOIEHCHKOT JIe31HTErpauli SK MpoIecy, L0 € MNPOTHICKHUM
€BpOIHTErpAllii, Ika TPAIUIIIITHO BUBUAETHCS B HAYKOBUX JOCIIIPKEHHSIX.

[IpoananizoBaHi y $KOCTI JE3IHTErpallifHOTO YMHHHKA COIlaJIbHO-
exoHoMi4HI pobsiemMu €C (PpiHaHCOBO-EKOHOMIUHA KPH3a, 3pOCTaHHS COIIaTbHO-
€KOHOMIYHOI HEpIBHOCTI Mik KpaiHamu €C, Benuki 60pru HU3kM Kpail [liBnenHoi
€Bponu Ta [pnannii, KOpoHaBIpyCHA KpH3a), Ha MiJICTaBl 4OTO 3p00JIEHO BUCHOBOK,
110 HasiBHI MPOTHUPIYYS MK OaraTiimMu Ta O1THIIIMMU €BPONEHCHKUMU KpaiHaMu
Hapa3i He Taki rocTpi, o0 mpu3BecTu A0 posnany €C, a KpU30BUM SIBUIIAM Ha
JTaHUI yac BAAETHCS HE 1aTH KPUTUYHOTO PO3BUTKY.

Po3risiHyTi MOMITUKO-OIOpOKpAaTUYHI YMHHMKHU Je31HTerpaiii (HeJoCTaTHs
JEMOKPATUYHICTh Ta OIOpPOKpATH3allisl TMOJITUYHUX IHCTUTYIIH €BPOMENCHKOTO

Coro3y B bprocceni, mocusieHHs HACTPOiB €BPOCKENTUITM3MY B 0araThoX KpaiHax-



yiieHax €C Tol10) 0cnabI0Th €BPONEUCHKY €JJHICTb, & TPOTE HABPAJl UM 3JaTHI B
HaNOIMKIOMy MaltOyTHROMY CIIPOBOKYBaTH po3naa €C.

VY nocnimpkeHH1 poO3risiHyTO Kedc bpek3uTy sk NpUYMHHO-HACIHiIKOBHIMA
eJIeMEHT Je3iHTerpanii. Bkazano Ha Te, mo Bpek3uT CpuYMHUIN YUHHUKH, SKI
JI0C1 aKTyasbH1 1 A iHmmX aepxka-wieHiB €C. JloBeaeHo, M0 OCHOBHOK METOIO
ctparerii €Bponeiickkoro Coro3y moao bpex3uty Oyino He AOMYyCTUTH e(eKT
JOMIHO Ta BHXOJIYy HHU3KHM IHIIMX €BpOMEHChKUX Kpain 13 €C Bemig 3a
BenukoOputanieto, dyepe3 1o €Bpocoo3 3alfHAB JKOPCTKY TMO3UIII0 Ha
neperoBopax i3 bpuraniero, mo6u 3anmo06IrTM CUTYyarlii, KoJu KpaiHa, sKa BUXOIUTh
13 €C, oTpuMye NOJATKOBI IMepeBaru Haj TUMH, XTO 3QJIMIIUBCA B 00 €JIHAHHI.
3po0aeHO0 BUCHOBOK NpO Te, IO HEraTUBHUU JoCBiA bpek3uty, a Takox
YCBIJOMJIEHHSI TOro, IO 0e€3 AomoMoru €BpOCOK3y HEMOXKIUBO aJEKBATHO
BUPIIIUTH HAasBHI COL1aJbHO-€KOHOMIYHI MTPOOJEMH, 3MYIIYyE paguKaIbHUX
€BPOCKENTHKIB MEPEXOAUTH Ha MOMIPKOBaHIII Mo3ullli, ToMy bpek3ut, Ha Hamry
IYMKYy, HE CTaHE€ YMHHHUKOM, SIKWWA mpu3Bene A0 po3naay €C, 1 HaBITh, NEAKOIO
MIpOIO, HaBITh 3/IaTHUNA CTPUMATH JI€31HTErpalliifHi MPOIIECH.

3a3HaueHo, WI0 Mirpauis copuuyuHsie B €BporelicbkkoMy Coro31 HHU3KY
JOIATKOBUX COLIAJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHMX MpOOJIEM Ta 3arocTproe€ KOH(IIIKTH Ha
MDKKYJBTYpHIM Ta MDKETHIYHIA OCHOBI, a II€, TaK camo, MOCHIIOE OaKaHHSA
eBponeichkux KpaiH BudTH 13 €C 3 MeTOI 3HU3UTH HeOaKaHUW HaIUIUB
HeJIeTallbHUX MITPAHTIB Ta O1keHIliB. KpiM Toro, 00roBopeHHs NUISIXIB MOA0JaHHS
MITpAIiifHOI KPU3HM 3aroCTPIOE CYMEPEYHOCTI MK €BPONEHCHKUMHU KpaiHaMHu Ta
MOPYILIY€E iX COJIIJIAPHICTh, 110 MOTEHUIWHO MOKE HaBITh MPHU3BECTU A0 PO3MHaay
€BpoCoI03y, SK MPOJACMOHCTPYBAIO THMYacoBe mpu3ynuHeHHs naii [lleHrencpkoi
yroau Ha TMiKy Mirpauiinoi kpusu BcepeauHi 2010-x poki. Bognouac, €C
BJIAJI0OCS 3HU3UTHU TOCTPOTY MITpaliiHOl KpU3U, TOMY 3pO0JICHO MPUITYIICHHS, 110
HAaWOMIKYMM YacoM YMHHHMK MiTpaiii He CTaHe TMepeayMOBOIO pO3Maay
€Bporneiicekoro Coro3sy.

Posrnsgnyto momituky Pocii 4k BaroMuii 4YMHHUK Yy  TOCHJIEHHI

nesinTerpamiiaux TeHaeHil y €C, ocoomuso B IliBgenniit €Bpori, ae Kpainu
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NOTEPIaTh BiJ COIIaTbHO-€KOHOMIYHUX Herapas3iiB, 1 HaceJIeHHs IMpPOsBIIE
HEBJIOBOJICHHSI TOJIITUKOIO HAJHAI[IOHAJIBHUX €BPOMEHCHKUX 1HCTUTYIIH Y
bprocceni. Bimsnaueno, mo Pocigs ocobmmuBo 3airikaBiieHa B OcJa0JeHHI
€BPOIIEUCHKOT COMAAPHOCTI ¥ HaBITH po3maai €Bpomneiickkoro Coro3y, OCKUIBKH
mig TUCKOM bproccenst mpopociichbKi ypsAau TaKUX €BPOMEUCHKUX KpaiH, SIK
Agctpis, Kinp abo VYropmmnHa 3myllieHI MiITPUMYBAaTH 3arajibHOEBPOINEHCHKY
NOJIITUKY caHKUid mpotu Pocii uwepe3 ii arpecuBni aii mogo Yxkpainu. Tomy
oclla0JIeHHsT €THOCTI €BpOCOIO3Y O3HAuaTUME W OciabJieHHS E€KOHOMIYHOTO Ta
MOJIITUYHOTO THCKY Ha Pocito 3 0oky €Bpocoro3y. OxapakrepuzoBano aii Pocii 13
3a0X04YeHHA po30iKHOCTE MDK KpaiHamu €C Tta ix cynepewok 31 CIA mono
OyaiBHUIITBA ra3onpoBoy «IliBHIUHMIA MOTIK-2». 3a3HAaYEHO, 110 3arajioM, MOMpHU
YCHIXH POCIMCHKOT Mpomnaranayd B €BpoOIll, pOCIMCHKUII YMHHUK HaBPsA YU CTaHE
HACTUIbKM BIUIMBOBUM, IOOW TPHU3BECTU M0 IIIKOBUTOro posmnany €C, oaHak
3MaTHUN mociaabutu eaHicTh y jaBax €C 1 CHpUSTH YHOBUIBHEHHIO MPOIIECIB
MOTJIUOJICHHS €BPOIHTETpallii.

3pobneno BucHOBOK, o CIIIA BimirpatoTe BaXJIMBY poOJib y MpoIecax
€BpOIEHChKOI 1HTerpamii Ta paesinrerparii, ockuibku CHIA — me He nwuine
r00anbHUM TpaBellb, SIKUM BIUIMBA€ Ha MOJIITHUYHI Ta €KOHOMIYHI MPOIECH B
pI3HMX KyTOUKaxX CBITY, a TakKOX 1 KJIIOYOBHM COIO3HUK a00 mapTHEp s
MepeBaXXHOi OUIBIIOCTI KpaiH €Bponu. Big3HaueHo, 110 MiCas 3HUKHEHHS
paJsHCHKOI 3arpo3u Ta 3aBeplIeHHS XOJIOAHOI BIMHU €BPOMEHCHKl KpaiHu
Hamaranucs 3Hu3UTH BIUIMB CIIIA Ha inTerpamiitni Ta iHmi mpouecu y €C.
JoBeaeHo, mo HeratuBHy peakuito 3 0Ooky CIJA BuUKIMKalOTh crpoOu
kepiBaunTBa €C ctBoputu aBToHOMHY Bim HATO cucremy eBpomneichkoi
oesneku. BoOauaerbcs, w0 ockuibku CIIIA He 3amikaBieHi B po3mai
€poneiicbkoro Coro3y, TO BOHM CBOEIO MOJITHUKOI HE CHPUSATUMYTh PO3BUTKY
Je31HTerpalriinux mnpoieciB y €Bpomni. O1ke, amepukaHChkuii YnHHUK 111 €C He
MOX€ BBa)XaTHCs AC3IHTErpalliiiHuM, Xoua W dYepe3 pi3HI IHTepecH y OaraThox

nutanHsax, CIIA HaBpsng uYM  aKTHBHO  CIOPUSTUMYTh y  TOJOJIAHHI



Je3iHTerpainiux TeaeHii y €C, amke 1isl HUX € BUT1IHUM MEBHE OCJIa0IeHHs
€C st 30epekeHHsI CBOTO BIUIMBY B €BpoIIi.

3azHayeHo, mo micas bpexk3uty W momonaHHs HaWrocTpimoi ¢asu
MirpamiiHoi Ta ()iHaHCOBO-€KOHOMIUHOI KpHW3 JAe3iHTerpaiiiiHi mporecu B €C
YIOBUTBHUJIKCS, 1 PU3UK BUXOJY 1HIIHMX JIepKaB-wieHiB 13 €Bponeiicbkoro Coro3y
3MEHIIUBCS, OJIHAK, HEBU3HAUEHICTh CUTYallli B yMOBaX KOPOHABIpyCHOI MaHAeMii,
MOCUJICHHS TO3ULINA MapTid €BPOCKENTUKIB Yy HalllOHAIBHUX MapJaMeHTax KpaiH
€Bponu, 30epekeHHs MpoOJeMHU HeJleraJbHUX MITpaHTIB 1 OLKEHIB Ta 1HIII
HEraTHBHI YMHHUKHU B MEPCIEKTUBI MOXYTh 3HOBY MOCTaBUTH IiJl MUTAHHS cCaMe
icnyBaHHs €C.

ChopmynboBaHO 3arajJpHUN BHCHOBOK, 110 Ha €BPONEHCHKY Oe3neky M
nomituky €C Ta OKpeMHX WOro JAep:KaB-wiCHIB BIUIMBA€ 3HAYHA KUIBKICTh
Je31HTerpaliiHuX YUHHUKIB, POTE Ha AaHUI yac €BpOCOI03 HE CTOITh HA MOPO31
(dopManIbHOrO po3Magy, HE3BaKAIOUM HAa INEBHE OCJIA0JIEHHS €BpONEHChKOI
COJILIAPHOCTI. 3poOJIEHO TMPHUIYIIECHHS, 110 TMEBHI HepopMalibHI O3HAKU
JE3IHTETpaIliiHuX TMPOIIECIB, SKI BUSBISAIOTHCS, 30KpEMa, Y HEY3TOJKEHOCTI Ta
BiIMIHHOCTI Tto3mIii y €C Ta HACIIIKOM SIKMX CTaB bpek3ut, €, IMOBIipHIIIe,
BUHATKOM, aH)K MMOKa3HUKOM 3arajbHOi TeHACHIIIT, a/pKe 3arajJoM Taki MpoIecu He
HaOyBalOTh MMOAAIBIIONO PO3BUTKY. €BPOCOIO3 HEOTHOPA30BO IEMOHCTPYBAB CBOIO
3aTHICTh BWKUTU 1 MPUCTOCYBATHCS 1O KPU3OBUX SIBUI, 10 Ja€ IMiJCTaBU
BBa)XAaTH, 10 Hapasl mepcrnekTuBu  nesinterpamii €C  BUNISAAIOTH
MaJOMMOBIPHUMH. 3a3HAYE€HE € MOKA3HUKOM JIOCTATHHOTO MOTEHINANy Ta JIOCUTh
BHCOKOI'O CTYIEHIO PE3UCTEHTHOI cpoMOKHOCTI €C KOHCEepBYBaTH IHTETpalliiiHi
BJIACTUBOCTI TIOTIPY 30BHIIIHI Ta BHYTPIIIHI BUKIIUKH.

KurouoBi cioBa: nesiHTerpanis, A€3IHTErpalliiiHi MpoLecH, €Bporneiichka
IHTerpalis, €BpOCKENTULIN3M, €BPOIEHChKa CONIIApHICTh, €Bponeiicbkuil Coro3,

PU3UKHU BUXOTY KpaiH-uieHiB 13 €C.



ABSTRACT

Heba H. . Disintegration processes in the EU: political and security
dimensions. — Manuscript. The thesis for the Doctor of Philosophy degree in
speciality 052 — Political science. — Odesa I. I. Mechnikov National University,
Odesa, 2021.

The dissertation is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of disintegration
processes in the European Union, which can hypothetically slow down the
integration, lead to the termination of the EU membership by individual states and
potentially end in the collapse of the union.

It is noted that the goal of the dissertation is to determine the impact of key
factors on disintegration processes in the EU and the potential and degree of the
EU’s resistant ability to preserve its integration properties within the context of
political and security risks.

It is pointed out that the research object is the European Union in the modern
system of international relations, and the research subject is disintegration
processes in the EU and their political and security dimensions.

The dissertation for the first time conducts a comprehensive scientific
analysis of the causes, consequences and probable future prospects of the European
disintegration as a process that is the opposite of the European integration, which is
traditionally studied in academic literature.

Also, for the first time at the academic level, the process of “European
integration of the euroskepticism” was considered, i.e. consolidating the efforts of
the euroskeptical parties to strengthen their positions in the European Parliament
and the European Commission. This process reflects a paradoxical phenomenon of
consolidating at the pan-European level even those political parties that try to split
Europe contrary to the objective processes of globalization.

During the study, a comprehensive comparative analysis of the positions of
eurooptimists and euroskeptics regarding the prospects of European integration

was done.
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The dissertation clarifies the definitions of “disintegration” and
“disintegration processes” as well as the terms that define the hypothetical exit of
member states from the EU: “Grexit”, “Italexit”, “Nexit”, “Spaxit”, “Frexit”,
“Huxit”.

The dilemma of understanding the concepts of “disintegration” and
“European integration” as both opposite and interconnected terms has been
clarified.

The study clarifies the impact of disintegration processes in the European
Union on the foreign policy and security of its member states.

The dissertation further develops the analysis of the state of European
integration and its future, studies domestic and foreign policy factors that influence
European disintegration processes, considers the Brexit case as a causal element of
disintegration, analyzes the causes and consequences of Brexit and its impact on
disintegration trends in continental Europe.

In the course of the dissertation research, it was done a comprehensive
scientific analysis of the causes, consequences and probable future prospects of
European disintegration as a process that is the opposite of European integration,
which is traditionally studied in research papers.

The socio-economic problems of the EU are analyzed as a disintegration
factor (financial and economic crisis, growing socio-economic inequality between
EU countries, large debts of a number of countries in Southern Europe and Ireland,
coronavirus crisis). Based on those socio-economic problems, it is concluded that
existing contradictions between richer and poorer European countries are currently
not so deep to lead to the disintegration of the EU, and the economic crisis is
currently under control.

The considered political and bureaucratic factors of disintegration (lack of
democracy and bureaucratization of the European Union’s political institutions in
Brussels, strengthening of euroskepticism in many EU member states, etc.) weaken

the European unity, but are unlikely to provoke disintegration in the near future.
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The study considers the Brexit case as a causal element of disintegration. It
IS pointed out that Brexit was caused by factors that are still relevant for other EU
member states. It has been shown that the main purpose of the EU’s Brexit strategy
was to prevent the domino effect of exiting a number of other European countries
from the EU after Britain’s withdrawal from the Union. For this reason, the EU has
taken a tough position in negotiations with the United Kingdom to prevent this
country that withdrew from the EU from obtaining additional advantages over
those who remained in the Union. It is concluded that the negative experience of
Brexit, as well as understanding that without the European Union’s assistance it is
impossible to adequately solve existing socio-economic problems, forces radical
euroskeptics to move to more moderate positions. Therefore, Brexit, in our
opinion, would not be a factor that would lead to the collapse of the EU, but to
some extent, it will even slow down the disintegration.

It is noted that migration causes a number of additional socio-economic
problems in the EU and exacerbates conflicts on an intercultural and interethnic
basis, which in turn strengthens the desire of European countries to leave the EU in
order to reduce the unwanted influx of illegal migrants and refugees. In addition,
discussing ways to overcome the migration crisis exacerbates conflicts between
European countries and disrupts their solidarity, which could potentially lead to the
collapse of the European Union, as demonstrated by the temporary suspension of
the Shengen agreement at the peak of the migration crisis in the mid 2010s. At the
same time, the EU has managed to reduce the severity of the migration crisis, so it
Is assumed that in the near future the migration factor will not cause the collapse of
the European Union.

Russia’s policy is considered as a significant factor in strengthening
disintegration trends in the EU, especially in Southern Europe, where countries
suffer from socio-economic problems and the population is dissatisfied with the
policies of supranational European institutions in Brussels. It is noted that Russia is
particularly interested in weakening European solidarity and even the
disintegration of the EU, because under the pressure from Brussels, pro-Russian
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governments in European countries such as Austria, Cyprus or Hungary are forced
to support a pan-European policy of sanctions against Russia. Therefore, the
weakening of the unity of the European Union will mean the easing of economic
and political pressure on Russia from the EU. Russia’s actions to encourage
disagreements between EU countries and their disputes with the United States over
the construction of the Nord Stream-2 gas pipeline are described. It is noted that, in
general, despite the success of Russian propaganda in Europe, the Russian factor is
unlikely to be influential enough to lead to the complete disintegration of the EU,
but can weaken unity in the EU and slow down the process of deepening European
integration.

It is concluded that the United States plays an important role in European
integration and disintegration, because the United States is not only a global player
influencing political and economic processes around the world, but also a key ally
or partner for the vast majority of European countries. It is noted that after the
disappearance of the Soviet threat and the end of the Cold War, European countries
tried to reduce US influence on integration and other processes in the EU. It has
been proven that the attempts of the EU leadership to create an autonomous system
of European security from NATO provoke some negative reaction from the United
States. From our point of view, the United States is not interested in the
disintegration of the EU, and therefore, the US policy will not encourage the
development of disintegration processes in Europe. Thus, the American policy
cannot be considered as a factor of the disintegration of the EU, although due to
different positions regarding many issues, the United States is unlikely to actively
support the EU’s efforts to overcome the disintegration trends, because the United
States benefits from a certain weakening of the EU, as this weakening provides
more opportunities to exert US influence in Europe.

It is noted that after Brexit and overcoming the most acute phase of
migration, financial and economic crises, disintegration processes in the EU have
slowed down, and the risk of member states leaving the EU is small. However, the
uncertainty in Europe, the persistence of illegal migrants and refugees and other
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negative factors in the long run may again call into question the very existence of
the EU.

The general conclusion is that the European security and the policies of the
EU and individual Member States are affected by a significant number of
disintegration factors. Nevertheless, the EU is not currently on the verge of formal
disintegration, despite some weakening of the European solidarity. It has been
suggested that some certain informal signs of disintegration processes, in
particular, the contradictions between the EU countries and Brexit outcomes, are
an exception rather than an indicator of the general trend, because these
disintegration processes do not develop further. The European Union has
repeatedly demonstrated its ability to survive and adapt to crises, and this proves
that the prospects for the EU’s disintegration seem unlikely now. Thus, there is an
indicator of a sufficient capacity and a fairly high degree of the EU’s resistance
ability to preserve its integration properties despite external and internal
challenges.

Key words: disintegration, disintegration processes, European integration,
euroskepticism, European solidarity, European Union, risks of exit of the EU

member states
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