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Outcomes of the Exchange Visit of Dr. Halyna Alekseievska

to the Free University of Berlin

Thanks to the successful implementation of the project and the invaluable
support of European universities, Halyna Alekseievska had the exceptional opportunity
to visit the Free University of Berlin, a key academic partner, in November 2024.
During her visit from November 25 to 29, 2024, Halyna Alekseievska participated in a
series of academic activities, including meetings with faculty members, engagement in
research discussions, and access to university resources. She was warmly welcomed by
Professor Grigoriadis, the project coordinator, who provided significant support
throughout her stay. Discussions with faculty members from the Institute for East
European Studies and the School of Business and Economics identified potential areas
for future cooperation, particularly in economic resilience, international trade, and
migration trends.

One of the highlights of the visit was the successful organization of the "Free
University of Berlin — Odesa National University Round Table: Socio-Economic
Challenges for the EU and Ukraine and Paths for Cooperation," held with the support
of Professor Theoharis Grigoriadis from the Free University of Berlin. The round table
brought together researchers to discuss the socio-economic challenges caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s full-scale invasion, focusing on trade disruptions,
migration trends, and the role of tourism in post-crisis recovery. Participants
emphasized the importance of strengthening research collaboration and developing
digital knowledge-sharing platforms to enhance resilience in times of crisis. The event
provided a valuable space for academic dialogue between scholars from Odesa I. I.
Mechnikov National University and the Free University of Berlin, reaffirming the
necessity of integrating Ukrainian researchers into the broader European academic
community.

A significant aspect of the visit was access to the extensive academic resources
of the Free University of Berlin. Thanks to the support of Professor Grigoriadis,
Halyna Alekseievska was able to utilize the University Library, the Institute for East
European Studies, and the School of Business and Economics, which provided access
to an extensive collection of literature and digital databases. These resources
significantly enriched her research and provided valuable insights into ongoing
academic debates.
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As a result of the visit, several key outcomes were identified, including the
strengthening of academic ties between the two universities, discussions on potential
joint research projects, and improved access to academic resources and databases for
researchers engaged in the collaboration. The discussions also highlighted the
importance of expanding digital knowledge-sharing platforms to facilitate more
effective academic cooperation.
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