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PART 1 

LIST OF THEMES 

1. PLAN OF ANALYSIS 

2. THE COMMUNICATIVE TYPE OF THE SENTENCE 

3. STRUCTURAL TYPE OF THE SENTENCE 

4. STRUCTURE OF A SIMPLE SENTENCE OR A CLAUSE 

5. PRINCIPAL PARTS OF THE SENTENCE: SUBJECT 

6. PREDICATE 

7. SECONDARY PARTS OF THE SENTENCE: OBJECT 

8. ATTRIBUTE 

9. ADVERBIAL MODIFIER 

10. DETACHED PARTS OF THE SENTENCE 

11. INDEPENDENT ELEMENTS OF THE SENTENCE 

12. THE COMPOUND SENTENCE 

13. THE COMPLEX SENTENCE 

14. THE SUBJECT CLAUSE 

15. THE PREDICATIVE CLAUSE 

16. THE OBJECT CLAUSE 

17. THE ATTRIBUTIVE CLAUSE 

18. THE ADVERBIAL CLAUSE 

19. THE COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE 

20. THE PARENTHETICAL CLAUSE 

 

PLAN OF ANALYSIS 

1. The communicative type of the sentence 

2. The structural type of the sentence – simple, compound, complex or 

compound-complex  

2.1.  Draw the graphic scheme 

2.2.  Define the number and types of clauses (if any) 

2.3.  Define the types of their connection 

2.4.  Define the level of their subordination 

3. The principal (main) clause – its structural type 

3.1. Two-member or one-member 

3.2. Complete or incomplete (elliptical) 

3.3. Extended or unextended 
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3.4. The principal (obligatory) sentence members – the subject and predicate 

3.5.  The secondary (non-obligatory) sentence members (if any) – objects, 

attributes, adverbial modifiers  

3.6.  The independent elements (if any) – interjections, addresses, parenthesis 

4. Repeat # 3 according to the number of clauses 

 

THE COMMUNICATIVE TYPE OF THE SENTENCE 

According to the purpose of the utterance 4 types of sentences may be 

distinguished: 

1. The declarative sentence states the fact and may be affirmative or 

negative. E.g. We like English syntax. We don’t like parties. 

2. The interrogative sentence asks a question and may be of 4 subtypes: 

a. A general question. E.g. Do you speak English? 

b. A special question. E.g. What language do you speak? 

c. An alternative question. E.g. Do you speak English or German? 

d. A disjunctive question. E.g. You speak English, don’t you? 

3. The imperative sentence expresses a command, request or invitation. 

E.g. May the force be with you! 

4. The exclamatory sentence expresses emotions. E.g. What a nice day! 

 

 

Example: We like English syntax. 

The communicative type of this sentence is declarative, affirmative, non-

exclamatory.  

 

 

STRUCTURAL TYPE OF THE SENTENCE 

 

A simple sentence mainly comprises one primary structure of 

predication. 

 

 

A compound sentence consists of two or more clauses coordinated with 

each other, a clause being a part of a sentence with its own subject and 

predicate. E.g. He was a nice guy, Sam, but you can trust me… 
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                                               but  

 

A complex sentence consists of a principal clause and one or more 

subordinate clauses. E.g. I don’t know what you mean. 

 

 

                                       what 

 

 

 

A compound-complex sentence consists of two or more coordinate 

clauses which have one or more subordinate clauses. E.g. I don’t know 

what you mean, and you wouldn’t explain. 

 

                                                     and 

                              what 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRUCTURE OF A SIMPLE SENTENCE OR A CLAUSE 

 

a simple sentence 

 

              two-member                                                   one-member   

 

     complete        incomplete 

 

unextended/        unextended/                                   unextended/                     

extended               extended                                          extended                     
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A two-member  sentence has 2 members – a subject and a predicate. 

E.g. I was reading. 

A two-member  sentence may be complete or incomplete (elliptical), 

that is a subject or a predicate or both are missing. E.g. What were you 

doing? – Drinking (= I was drinking). 

A one-member  sentence has 1 member (neither the subject nor the 

predicate). It is complete. E.g. Spring!  

An unextended sentence consists only of the principal parts. E.g. I was 

reading. 

An extended sentence consists of the principal and secondary parts. E.g. 

I was drinking whiskey. 

 

          Example:   I was reading a book. 

This simple sentence is two-member, complete, extended. 

                                       

                                                               

PRINCIPAL PARTS (MEMBERS) OF THE SENTENCE 

SUBJECT 

The subject is a principal part of a two-member sentence which is 

grammatically independent of the other parts of the sentence. It denotes a 

living being, thing or idea. 

Ways of expressing: 

1. A noun. E.g. Jim is a student. 

2. A pronoun. E.g. He is a student. 

3. A substantivized adjective or participle. E.g. The clever are students. 

4. A numeral. E.g. The first is a student, and the second – a teacher. 

5. An infinitive, an infinitive phrase, an infinitive construction. E.g. To 

study is important. To study Mathematics is important. For us to 

study is important. 

6. A gerund, a gerundial phrase, a gerundial construction. E.g. Learning 

isn’t easy. Learning English isn’t easy. Our learning English isn’t 

easy.  

7. A syntactically indivisible group. E.g. The tread and needle is lost. 

8. A quotation. E.g. “On” is a preposition. 

9. A quotation group. E.g. What’s-his-name must do it. 

 

IT AS THE SUBJECT 
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It 

      a notional subject                                                 a formal subject 

 

 

personal      demonstrative            impersonal   introductory   emphatic 

 

A notional subject represents a living being or a thing.  

The personal it stands for a definite thing. E.g. The door opened. It was 

opened by a girl.   

The demonstrative it points out something. E.g. It is John. 

A formal subject performs a purely grammatical function.  

The impersonal it denotes natural phenomena, time, distance. E.g. It 

rains. It is 5 o’clock. It is 5 miles to the University.  

The introductory it introduces the real subject. E.g. It is nice to be here. 

The emphatic it is used in emphatic constructions. E.g. It was he who 

did the work. 

Example:  

Jim is a student. 

The subject of this sentence is “Jim”. It is expressed by a proper noun in 

the common case. 

My friend is a student. 

The subject of this sentence is “friend”. It is expressed by a countable 

common class noun in the common case, singular. 

 

NB: Revise the categories of the noun (proper/common: class, collective, 

mass, abstract, countable/uncountable, singular/plural, common 

case/possessive case). 

 

He is a student. 

The subject of this sentence is “he”. It is expressed by a personal 

pronoun in the third person, singular, nominative case. 

 

NB: Revise the classification and categories of the pronoun (personal, 

possessive, reflexive, reciprocal, demonstrative, interrogative, relative, 

conjunctive, defining, indefinite, negative; 1st/2nd/3rd person; 

singular/plural; nominative/objective case). 

 



8 
 

PREDICATE 

The predicate is a principal part of a two-member sentence which is 

grammatically dependent on the subject. It expresses an action, state, or 

quality.  

predicate 

 

simple                     compound                                    

 

                      nominal          verbal                mixed 

                                                                                                              

                                       modal   aspect                           modal nominal 

                                                                                          aspect nominal 

                                                                                           modal aspect 

 

The simple predicate is expressed by a finite verb. E.g. I have been 

thinking about you. 

The simple phraseological predicate is expressed by a phraseological 

unit. E.g. He had a walk in the forest. 

The compound predicate consists of 2 parts: a finite verb and some 

other part of speech. 

The compound nominal predicate consists of a link verb and a 

predicative and denotes the state or quality of the subject. E.g. I am a 

student. Dreams come true. 

 The predicative (subjective) can be expressed by: 

 A noun. E.g. I am a student.  

 A pronoun. E.g. It’s me. You are nobody. 

 An adjective. E.g. I feel good. 

 A stative. E.g. I am afraid. 

 A numeral. E.g. I am 45. 

 A participle (usually II). E.g. I am surprised. 

 An infinitive, an infinitive phrase, an infinitive construction. E.g. 

The best thing is to go away / to go away as soon as possible / for 

you to go away. 

 A gerund, a gerundial phrase, a gerundial construction. E.g. The 

topic of their conversation was swimming / swimming in the lake 

/ their swimming in the lake. 
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 A prepositional phrase. E.g. The things were outside her 

experience. 

 

NB: The objective predicative expresses the state or quality of 

the object and is represented by a noun, an adjective, a stative or a 

prepositional phrase. E.g. We left him alone; We painted the door 

green; We appointed him secretary. 

The compound verbal modal predicate shows whether the action is possible, 

obligatory, necessary, etc. E.g. You must do it. The structure: 

 A modal verb + an infinitive. E.g. We can do it! 

 A verb with a modal meaning (hope, expect, try, wish, want, etc.) + an 

infinitive or gerund. E.g. I am trying to explain this rule. 

 A modal expression (be able, be obliged, be bound, be willing, be 

anxious, be going, etc.) + an infinitive or gerund. E.g. You are able of 

memorizing it. 

 The subjective infinitive construction. E.g. The weather is reported to be 

nice. The lesson is believed to be useful. 

The compound verbal aspect predicate expresses the beginning, repetition, 

duration or end of the action. It consists of an aspect verb (begin, stop, go on, 

finish, would, used to, etc.) and an infinitive or gerund. E.g. We keep talking 

about this rule. He used to write poetry. 

The compound modal nominal predicate. E.g. He tried to be a good student. 

The compound aspect nominal predicate. E.g. He stopped being a good 

student. 

The compound modal aspect predicate. E.g. He must stop being a good 

student. 

 

Example:  

I have been thinking about you. 

“Have been thinking” is a simple predicate. It is expressed by a finite verb form 

in the present perfect continuous tense, active voice, indicative mood. 

You must do it. 
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“Must do” is a compound verbal modal predicate. It is expressed by a modal 

verb and a bare indefinite active infinitive. 

SECONDARY PARTS OF THE SENTENCE 

OBJECT 

The object is a secondary member of the sentence which completes or restricts 

the meaning of a verb (sometimes of an adjective, stative or noun). 

Ways of expressing: 

1. A noun. E.g. We should give him a present. 

2. A pronoun. E.g. We should give him a present. 

3. A substantivized adjective or participle. E.g. We should give a present to 

the poor. 

4. An infinitive, an infinitive phrase, an infinitive construction. E.g. The 

teacher told the students to stop/to stop talking. The teacher waited for 

the students to stop talking. 

5. A gerund, a gerundial phrase, a gerundial construction. E.g. I like 

flying/flying by myself/them flying to London.  

6. A syntactically indivisible group. E.g. I lost the tread and needle. 

7. A quotation. E.g. He called “hello” several times. 

8. A prepositional phrase with a noun or gerund. E.g. Do you object to my 

plan/my going away to Milan? 

Types of objects: 

The direct object denotes a person or thing directly affected by the action of the 

verb. No preposition is used. With transitive verbs. E.g. I moved my head. 

The indirect object may be of 2 subtypes: 

1. Denotes the addressee of the action. With transitive verbs. No preposition 

(only to and for). E.g. She gave him a book. She gave a book to her 

friend.       

2. The prepositional object. Mostly with intransitive verbs. With 

prepositions. E.g. I am uneasy about it. He played with his grandfather.      

Both direct and indirect objects may be simple and complex. The complex 

object consists of 2 components in predicate relations (1 – a noun, pronoun, 2 – 

an infinitive, participle, gerund, sometimes a noun, adjective, stative or a 
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prepositional phrase). It may be non-prepositional or prepositional. E.g. I saw 

him cross the street. I saw my friend crossing the street. She thinks herself very 

clever. 

All the predicative constructions (a participial construction, a gerundial 

construction, an Objective-with-the-Infinitive construction, for-to-Infinitive 

construction) may form a complex object. E.g. I saw him cross the street. I saw 

him crossing the street. I saw his crossing the street. I waited for him to cross 

the street. 

 

NB: Difference between the complex object and the group object + the 

objective predicative - the complex object can be extended to a subordinate 

clause. E.g. I saw him cross the street = I saw that he crossed the street. I left 

him alone = -. 

The cognate object is expressed by a noun with the same root as the verb. With 

intransitive verbs. No prepositions. E.g. to live a happy life, to smile a happy 

smile, to laugh a happy laugh. 

 

Example: She gave him a book. 

There are 2 objects in this sentence: 

“him” is an indirect object, expressed by a personal pronoun in the 3rd person, 

singular, objective case; “a book” is a direct object, expressed by a common 

countable class noun in singular, common case. It is defined by an indefinite 

article. 

 

ATTRIBUTE 

The attribute is a secondary member of the sentence which qualifies a noun, 

pronoun or any other part of speech with a nominal character. 

Way of expressing: 

1. An adjective. E.g. This big girl is very lazy. 

2. A pronoun. E.g. This big girl is very lazy. 
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3. A numeral.  E.g. The second student is lazy. Five students are hard-

working. 

4. A noun. E.g. a stone wall, the student’s task. 

5. A participle. E.g. a surprising book, a surprised student. 

6. An adverb. E.g. The room above is large. 

7. A prepositional phrase. E.g. A man of his abilities is bound to succeed. 

8. A prepositional gerundial phrase. E.g. She hated the idea of borrowing. 

9. An infinitive, an infinitive phrase or construction. E.g. This is an English 

article to translate / to translate into Russian / for you  to translate. 

10. Quotation groups. E.g. She had that don’t-you-touch-me look. 

NB: Revise classification and morphological characteristics of adjectives 

(relative/qualitative, degrees of comparison: comparative, superlative). 

 

The apposition is a special type of the attribute which is expressed by a noun, 

often with accompanying words. 

The close apposition consists of a proper name and a common name which 

explains it. E.g. Professor Brown, Mount Doom, the city of London. 

The loose or detached apposition follows the modified word and is separated 

by commas. E.g. Prof. Brown, our teacher, knows something. 

Example: This big girl is very lazy. 

“big” is an attribute, expressed by a qualitative adjective. 

 

ADVERBIAL MODIFIER 

The adverbial modifier is a secondary part of the sentence which modifies a 

verb, an adjective or an adverb. 

Types of AM: 

1. The AM of time. E.g. Tomorrow while dancing we shall try it. 

2. The AM of frequency. E.g. Oops, I did it again. 

3. The AM of place and direction. E.g. My friend has just arrived from 

London. 

4. The AM of degree and measure. E.g. It is rather good. 
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5. The AM of manner. E.g. He did it without any difficulty. 

6. The AM of condition. E.g. I would have never done it but for his help. 

7. The AM of concession. E.g. Though frightened he did his job. 

8. The AM of comparison. E.g. She is as happy as a lark. 

9. The AM of cause. E.g. They were tired, having worked all day. 

10. The AM of purpose. E.g. He walked with us to show us the boats. 

11. The AM of result. E.g. She is too fond of the child to leave it. 

12. The AM of attendant circumstances. E.g. He went away, swearing. 

Ways of expressing: 

1. An adverb. E.g. It is rather good. 

2. A noun. E.g. The following day we went to the University. 

3. A prepositional phrase. E.g. He did it without any difficulty. 

4. A subordinating conjunction with a noun, pronoun, adjective, infinitive, 

participle. E.g. Though frightened he did his job. 

5. A participle or a participial phrase. E.g. They were tired, having worked 

all day. 

6. A prepositional gerundial phrase. E.g. He looked up without speaking. 

7. An infinitive, an infinitive phrase or construction. E.g. He walked with us 

to show us the boats. 

8. An absolute construction:  

- The Nominative Absolute Construction: He stopped, fury in his eyes. 

- The Prepositional Absolute Construction: He stopped, with fury in 

his eyes. 

- The Nominative Absolute Participial Construction: He stopped, fury 

showing in his eyes. 

- The Prepositional Absolute Participial Construction: He stopped, with 

fury showing in his eyes. 

 

Example: 

They were tired, having worked all day. 

“having worked all day” is an adverbial modifier of cause, expressed by a 

participial phrase. 
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DETACHED PARTS OF THE SENTENCE 

Such parts assume some grammatical and semantic independence, and are 

usually separated by commas, dashes, brackets. 

The detached adverbial modifier. E.g. He stopped, fury showing in his eyes. 

The detached attribute. E.g. Dumb with amazement, he came up. 

The detached object. E.g. She does not change – except her hair. 

 

INDEPENDENT ELEMENTS OF THE SENTENCE 

They are not grammatically dependent on ant part of the sentence. 

Interjections. E.g. wow, ah, good heavens. 

Direct address. E.g. Hello, dear! 

Parenthesis. E.g. certainly, consequently, then, in my opinion. 
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PART 2 

THE COMPOUND SENTENCE 

A compound sentence consists of two or more clauses coordinated with each 

other, a clause being a part of a sentence with its own subject and predicate. 

E.g. He was a nice guy, Sam, but you can trust me… 

                                                 

                                               but 

 

Ways of connection: 

1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. The rain fell 

softly, the house was quiet. 

2. Syndetical – by means of coordinating conjunctions (and, or, else, etc.) 

or conjunctive adverbs (yet, still, otherwise, etc.) E.g. The darkness was 

thinning, but the street was dimly lighted. 

Types of coordination: 

1. Copulative – adds info: conjunctions and, nor, neither…nor, not 

only…but (also). E.g. It was a nice place, and they were proud of it. 

2. Disjunctive – offers a choice: conjunctions or, else, or else, either…or, 

and a conjunctive adverb otherwise. E.g. Either our union must be sealed 

by marriage, or it cannot exist. 

3. Adversative – shows contrast: conjunctions but, while, whereas, and 

conjunctive adverbs nevertheless, still, yet. E.g. The room was dark, but 

the street was lighter. 

4. Causative-consecutive – shows causes and consequences: a conjunction 

for and conjunctive adverbs therefore, so, consequently, hence, 

accordingly. E.g. They belonged to the same trade, so talk was easy 

between them. 

Punctuation rules: 

Coordinate clauses are separated by a punctuation mark – a comma, 

semicolon, colon, dash. 
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THE COMPLEX SENTENCE 

A complex sentence consists of a principal clause and one or more subordinate 

clauses. E.g. I don’t know what you mean. 

 

 

                                       what 

 

 

 

Ways of connection: 

1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. I wish you had 

come earlier. 

2. Syndetical – by means of subordinating conjunctions or connectives 

(conjunctive pronouns and adverbs). E.g. I wish that you had come 

earlier. 

 

THE SUBJECT CLAUSE 

This clause performs the function of the subject to the predicate of the principal 

clause.  

E.g. What I want to do is to save us both. It is possible that you are right. 

Ways of connection: 

1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. It is possible 

you are right. 

2. Syndetical –  

- by means of subordinating conjunctions that, if, whether. E.g. It is 

possible that you are right. Whether you are right is not important. 

- by means of conjunctive pronouns who, which, what, whoever, 

whatever. E.g. What is done cannot be undone.  

- by means of conjunctive adverbs where, when, how, why. E.g. It’s a 

pity when you fail to understand. 

 



17 
 

Punctuation rules: 

Subject clauses usually are not separated by a punctuation mark. 

 

THE PREDICATIVE CLAUSE 

This clause performs the function of the predicative and together with the link 

verb forms a compound nominal predicate.  

E.g. Our attitude is that facts are facts. 

Ways of connection: 

1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. Another 

thing was they had a nurse. 

2. Syndetical –  

- by means of subordinating conjunctions that, if, whether, as if. E.g. It 

seems as if you are right.  

- by means of conjunctive pronouns who, which, what. E.g. This time is 

what I love best. 

- by means of conjunctive adverbs where, when, how, why. E.g. That is 

why you fail to understand. 

Punctuation rules: 

Predicative clauses usually are not separated by a punctuation mark. 

 

THE OBJECT CLAUSE 

This clause performs the function of the object to the predicate.  

E.g. I don’t know what you are talking about. 

Ways of connection: 

1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. He said 

they were right. 

2. Syndetical –  

- by means of subordinating conjunctions that, if, whether. E.g. Time 

will show whether I am right or wrong. 



18 
 

- by means of conjunctive pronouns who, which, what, whatever, 

whoever, whichever. E.g. You know what I love best. 

- by means of conjunctive adverbs where, when, how, why. E.g. He 

wondered why you fail to understand. 

Punctuation rules: 

Object clauses usually are not separated by a punctuation mark. 

 

THE ATTRIBUTIVE CLAUSE 

This clause performs the function of the attribute.  

E.g. I think my mother is the best person I know. 

 

Types of attributive clauses: 

attributive clauses 

 

relative                                              appositive 

 

restrictive                                  non-restrictive (descriptive) 

 

                                         proper                         continuative 

Attributive relative clauses qualify the antecedent. E.g.  All that could be done 

had been done. 

Attributive relative restrictive clauses restrict the meaning of the antecedent. 

E.g.  There was simply nothing else he could do. 

 

Ways of connection: 
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1. Asyndetical – without any conjunction or connective. E.g. 

There was simply nothing else he could do. 

2. Syndetical –  

- by means of relative pronouns who, whose, which, that, as. E.g. He 

was a man who took delight in simple things. 

- by means of relative adverbs where, when. E.g. They spoke on the way 

to lodgings where they stayed. 

Attributive relative non-restrictive (descriptive) clauses give additional 

information about the antecedent. They are separated by commas. E.g. 

Mr.Prusty, who kept no assistant, slowly got off his stool.  

Ways of connection: 

Syndetical –  

- by means of relative pronouns who, which. E.g. Mr.Brown, who kept 

no assistant, slowly got off his stool.  

- by means of relative adverbs where, when. E.g. He went into the 

dining-room where the table was laid. 

Attributive relative non-restrictive continuative clauses refer to the whole 

clause as their antecedent. 

Ways of connection: only by a relative pronoun which. E.g. You understand 

this theme, which is good.  

Attributive appositive clauses disclose the meaning of the antecedent, 

expressed by an abstract or semantically empty noun. E.g.  He stopped in the 

hope that she would speak. 

Ways of connection: 

Syndetical –  

- by means of conjunctions that, whether. E.g.  He stopped in the hope 

that she would speak. 

- by means of relative adverbs how, why. E.g. There was no reason why 

she should not read this book. 

Punctuation rules: 
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Attributive relative restrictive and appositive clauses are not separated by a 

punctuation mark. Attributive relative non-restrictive (continuative included) 

clauses are separated by a punctuation mark (comma). 

 

THE ADVERBIAL CLAUSE 

This clause performs the function of the adverbial modifier.  

E.g. He was sipping whiskey when she returned. 

 

Types of adverbial clauses: 

The adverbial clause of time shows the time of the action expressed in the 

principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by subordinating 

conjunctions when, while, whenever, as, till, until, as soon as, as long as, since, 

after, before, now that. E.g. I shall hope to visit you whenever I happen to be in 

London. As soon as I saw Susan I stopped noticing my surroundings. 

 

The adverbial clause of place shows the place of the action expressed in the 

principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by subordinating 

conjunctions  where, wherever. E.g. I am quite comfortable where I am. 

The adverbial clause of manner characterizes in a general way the action 

expressed in the principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by the 

subordinating conjunction as. E.g. She did exactly as he told her.  

The adverbial clause of comparison denotes an action with which the action 

of the principal clause is compared. They are joined to the principal clause by 

subordinating conjunctions than, as, as…as, not so…as, as if, as though. E.g. 

He was going as fast as he could. She could see his lips moving as though he 

was talking to himself. 

The adverbial clause of condition states the condition which is necessary for 

the realization of the action expressed in the principal clause. They are joined to 

the principal clause by subordinating conjunctions  if, unless, suppose, in case, 

on condition that, provided, etc. E.g. I will do anything you wish provided it lies 

in my power. Asyndetical type of connection is also possible. E.g. Had she 

been an Englishwoman, he would have guessed everything. 

The adverbial clause of concession denotes an obstacle for the realization of 

the action expressed in the principal clause. They are joined to the principal 
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clause by subordinating conjunctions though, although, as, no matter how, 

however, notwithstanding that, in spite of the fact that and conjunctive pronouns 

whoever, whatever, whichever. E.g. I enjoyed the day though it was cold and 

rainy. 

The adverbial clause of cause shows the cause of the action expressed in the 

principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by subordinating 

conjunctions as, because, since, for fear (that), on the ground that, for the 

reason that, etc. E.g. Letters were not welcome because they contained bad 

news.  

The adverbial clause of purpose shows the purpose of the action expressed in 

the principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by subordinating 

conjunctions that, in order that, so that, lest, etc. E.g. She kept her back to the 

window so that he might not see her. 

The adverbial clause of result shows the result of the action expressed in the 

principal clause. They are joined to the principal clause by subordinating 

conjunctions so that, that. E.g. Darkness had fallen so that the streets were 

deserted. She is so weak physically that she can hardly move. 

 

Punctuation rules: 

Adverbial clauses usually are not separated by a comma when they follow 

the principal clause. When they precede the principal clause, they are 

separated by a comma. 

 

THE COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE 

A compound-complex sentence consists of two or more coordinate clauses 

which have one or more subordinate clauses. E.g. I don’t know what you mean, 

and you wouldn’t explain. 

 

                                                     and 

                               what 
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PARENTHETICAL CLAUSES 

The parenthetical clause appears within another clause and interrupts its 

structure. It contains some information serving to elucidate what is said in the 

main body of the sentence. E.g. You are, I am afraid, in need of medical advice. 

Her thinking is exceptional, I think. 

The inserted clause has the same structure but differs in meaning – it is a 

casual interruption due to the speaker suddenly thinking of something vaguely 

connected with what he is talking about. E.g. She would buy him – she and Will 

would buy him – books about dinosaurs. 

Punctuation rules: 

Such clauses as always separated by commas, dashes or parenthesis. 

 

TEXT FOR ANALYSIS 

A speech by the Queen on her 21st Birthday, 1947 

On my twenty-first birthday I welcome the opportunity to speak to all the 

peoples of the British Commonwealth and Empire, wherever they live, whatever 

race they come from, and whatever language they speak. 

Let me begin by saying 'thank you' to all the thousands of kind people who 

have sent me messages of good will. This is a happy day for me; but it is also 

one that brings serious thoughts, thoughts of life looming ahead with all its 

challenges and with all its opportunity. 

At such a time it is a great help to know that there are multitudes of friends 

all round the world who are thinking of me and who wish me well. I am grateful 

and I am deeply moved. 

As I speak to you today from Cape Town I am six thousand miles from the 

country where I was born. But I am certainly not six thousand miles from home. 

Everywhere I have travelled in these lovely lands of South Africa and Rhodesia 

my parents, my sister and I have been taken to the heart of their people and 

made to feel that we are just as much at home here as if we had lived among 

them all our lives. 

That is the great privilege belonging to our place in the world-wide 

commonwealth - that there are homes ready to welcome us in every continent of 

the earth. Before I am much older I hope I shall come to know many of them. 

Although there is none of my father's subjects from the oldest to the 

youngest whom I do not wish to greet, I am thinking especially today of all the 
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young men and women who were born about the same time as myself and have 

grown up like me in terrible and glorious years of the second world war. 

Will you, the youth of the British family of nations, let me speak on my 

birthday as your representative? Now that we are coming to manhood and 

womanhood it is surely a great joy to us all to think that we shall be able to take 

some of the burden off the shoulders of our elders who have fought and worked 

and suffered to protect our childhood. 

We must not be daunted by the anxieties and hardships that the war has left 

behind for every nation of our commonwealth. We know that these things are 

the price we cheerfully undertook to pay for the high honour of standing alone, 

seven years ago, in defence of the liberty of the world. Let us say with Rupert 

Brooke: "Now God be thanked who has matched us with this hour". 

I am sure that you will see our difficulties, in the light that I see them, as 

the great opportunity for you and me. Most of you have read in the history 

books the proud saying of William Pitt that England had saved herself by her 

exertions and would save Europe by her example. But in our time we may say 

that the British Empire has saved the world first, and has now to save itself after 

the battle is won. 

I think that is an even finer thing than was done in the days of Pitt; and it is 

for us, who have grown up in these years of danger and glory, to see that it is 

accomplished in the long years of peace that we all hope stretch ahead. 

If we all go forward together with an unwavering faith, a high courage, and 

a quiet heart, we shall be able to make of this ancient commonwealth, which we 

all love so dearly, an even grander thing - more free, more prosperous, more 

happy and a more powerful influence for good in the world - than it has been in 

the greatest days of our forefathers. 

To accomplish that we must give nothing less than the whole of ourselves. 

There is a motto which has been borne by many of my ancestors - a noble 

motto, "I serve". Those words were an inspiration to many bygone heirs to the 

Throne when they made their knightly dedication as they came to manhood. I 

cannot do quite as they did. 

But through the inventions of science I can do what was not possible for 

any of them. I can make my solemn act of dedication with a whole Empire 

listening. I should like to make that dedication now. It is very simple. 

I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall 

be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which 

we all belong. 
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But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you 

join in it with me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be 

unfailingly given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you 

who are willing to share in it. 
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